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Religious and Uther Sgurces of rarental

attitudes Toward Independence Training

T. C. McCleliand, A. Rindlisbacher, and F. ceCharms
. Jdesleyan University
Raif a century apc lax Jeber first fcrmulated nis hypotheses thav
the spirit of modern cenitalism is intimately connscted with the Prot-
estant athic {4). 3Sver since, the idez has been taken frr granted by
aome or argued away by others as an artifact due to other causes, Bu*
all agree that this is one of the major hypctheses of modern social science.
weber's original presentation makes the problem seem very much like one
in basic personality structure or in psychnlogy, yet psychoiogists, by and
large, have ignored the question, or at least done very little to test the
iiypothesis empirically. This paper represents a .irst step toward trying
to check some of its Implications at the behavioral level,

In brief, leber's argument runs as follows: he first notes that
frotestants in (fermany, and generally in Turope, were more likely to go
into business »r to schools preparing for husiness than Catholics. He
rthen deals with some of the more obvious easy explanations for this fact.
For example, could it be btecause Pratestants are a minority group and,
1ike Jews nerhaps, 20 into business hecautze prevented fror succveding in
other apheres of.actnvity? This does n't seem likely to him because
Zatholics, as persscuted minerities in Holland and Sngland, did not sim-
ilarly go intc business. Or could it be that Protestantism simply rep-
resents a furthor stops of secularization to Catholicism, makirg it mors

peazible for jndividuals to envage in materialistic acoriomic affairs
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rather than spiritual enterprises? He fe«ls this explanation 1s hiphly
unlikely also because Pr-testant church control i1 some countries was more
rigid than Catholic church control had been, anc yet it was in these vary
countrices that the most marked economic develiopreit occurred,

From considerations such as these and others he was led to the con-
clusion that the connection between Frofestantisrk ard erergetic econumic
activit.7 is ideoclogical ir nature. That is, he contends that it was
the vers nature of the Protestant view ol salvation which forced devout
Protestints into capitalistic enterprises ‘conducted in a new and morc
strenuois marner., He quotes from Benjamin rFranklin to illustrete the new
spirit he has in mind: "Remember that time is mcney. le that can earn
ten shillings today bv his lahor, and goes abroac¢, or sits idle, one
half ~f that day, though he spends but sixpense cCurins his diversion or
idleness, ought not to reckon that the only experse: he has really
spent, or ruther thrown away, five shill ings besides.® (4, p. 48)., This
new spirit changed entrepreneurs from leisurely tusiness men carryving on
middleran functions in a traditional way, into dynanvs I enercy, bul
"above all t.emperate and reiiable, shrewd and conglictely devored to their
business," (4, p. 67). He further : ies that tn.s onerpy did not seem to
be dirccted at the amass.neg of wealth because many I these tusiness ren
did nct feel that they could or should enjoy the: s money even alter they
had iL. Instead ihe plowed it back int the Husir:3s.  In fact, as leber
sum = it up, such a man "gets nothiny out of his wealth for himself, except

tha §rrational gense of having done his sob well " (4, n, 7).
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This seems to be the way in which these men behaved. Ncw in what
sense does Weber feel their religion made them thet way? First, he
devotes ccrsiderable space to demonstrating how Protestantism, as con-
trasted with Catholicism, had managed to make the "evaluation of the
fulfilment of duty in woirldly affairs as the highest form which the
moral activity cf £he individual could assrme." (4, p. 80). This was
new because previously the highest form of noral zctivity had tendead to
lead the jrdividual out of the vorld into the roncstery. lebter connects
this shift in emphasis in particular with Lﬁther's concept of one's
calling or vocation as scmething required by God. Secorndly, he argu#s
that Protestantism in general and the Calvinistic doctrine of predesﬂina—
tion in particular tended to put the individual or his own in relation to
God with nothing-~-neither priest nor sacrament, ncr good works-—-to help

him gain selvation. Since, according t©s Celvin, ¢ m
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hisz way into heaven, all that he could do was to create in himself the
conviction that he was one of those whom God had elected and the chief
way to crezi, this convici.ion was never to err bul always, in lifels

every detail, to perform one’s highest moral dut<es. "There was no place
for t e very human Cathol.ic cycle of sia, repentarce, atonement, release,
followed by renewed sin."” (4, p. 117). Thus, eccnemic activity became
Just one mcre placc where a person was cktligaced by the highest moral
considerations to create the conviclion of his owr salvation by the ex-
ceileice cf his performance. "In practice this means that God helps those

who h2lp tremselves." (4, p. 115).
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In terms of cent research on human motivation (1), it would ap-
pear not tco far-fetched to associate the new “spirit of capitalism’
(e.g., "the irrational sense of having done his lob well") with an in-
creasc in achievement motivation (2 Achievement) and the Protestant
emphasis on “self-help” for salvation with an iicreased stress on in-
dependence training for joung ckildren. Stated ‘n this way, the hypo-~
thesis can e2siiy be checked empirically in terms of measuring instru-
ments now available. Thst is, the prediction would 22 that Protestants
should have higher achiovement notivation than lsatholics and that Prot-
@3tant. fampilies sh<vld engphasize independence trzining more.

This way of stating the problem tends to prcvide some further sup-
port for Veterfs 1:ne of ieasoning because Winterhotiom (5) and lcClel land
and Friedmar (2) hive already demonstra-ed an empirical connection be-
tween emphasis on :ndependence “raining and n ichievement. The full a~-
gument relating l.eber's hypotheses to these two factors involves the
following steps: (1) Protestant families tend tc emphasize independen:e

eads

4=t

training mcre than Catholic families; (2) independence training
to higher r Achievemertis (3) Protestants nave higher n Achieverent than
Catheolics; (4) higher n /chievement leads to more vigorous cconomic ac-
tivity if coupled vith other belief systems suca as thuse involved in
Protestantism; (5) economic development is greater in Protestant groups
and countries than in Catholic groups and countries. This paper is co1i-
cerned only with the first step in this chain of reasonings-—-with the
prediction that Protestant parents will emphasize early independence for
their chilcren more than Cathoiic parents will., S5ince Weber a2lsc sugg2sis

(5. p. 117) that Jews like Frotestants have largely ’rationalized" ithe
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world aind "eliminated magic as a weans to salvaticn®", we will also chack
the attitudes of Jewish parents with ilie expectziion that they too» will
éumhasize independence training more than Cathol:ic parents.
Frocedure. Th2 measuring instrument was a qrestioansirz adwinistered
as por: ¢f o larger stuly to be reporied elsewhe:r: wiica ircluded among
other things the items 1c2d by Winterovottenm te rzusure parnu2l astituce

- 1, = 3 i
2 the 1.emo
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toward independence trairing. The instructiens nnd vom

used will serve to deiine most gaickly what is pmecant by irdependece training:
"3eside each statement thers are twoe blanks., Ir the first one pul a

check mark if it 1s one cf the thiings you wznt in your shild by the tire ne

is ten years old. [In the second one, put the avproximte sge by :imich you

think jycour child should héve lea:*ned thic behavior....

To know his way arcund the city.

_ To try ew things foir himself.
To do w2il in competition.
To make his ocwn friends."

These 2tems ar2 foar of the thirteen which interbottcen {5) Tound iwere
associated sigritricantly with hisher achisvement irotivatisr dn the sons of
those mothers who te@nded to want these things ecrly in thezir children.

Thera were other "ecaretalking" ltims which also inolved lzarning .o 4o tThings
for onesel{, but which were not included in thz scores corputed for our pur-
poses because they wvere not associated with highe: achi2vement mo.ivation.
These inclvded such items as;

‘o eat 'veil alone.

To look after his own nosseszions,
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To go to bed by himself.
To do tasks arosund the house.
These items seem to reflect things that the child should do for the
parent rath:r than for his own welfare which may ixplain why they were
not associa:ced with higher achievement motivation.
The qu2stionnairec were administered occasionally in church groups
but more of:.en individually in two or three mediuri-sized cities in Connect-
jcut. The four religicus groups of parents studi:d wvere Frotestant, Jewist,
Irish-Catholic, and Italian-Catholic. An Attempt was mrade to get an equal
number of fathers and mothers in each group and arn ecuzl number from three
soclal class groups. As a rough check on the c¢lass status of our respon.-
derts, we obdtained the years of schooling which tiie parent had ccmpleted
since this was easier to oblain than other reasures like income level, and
sirce it correlates fairly highly with othner indeies of <¢lass status (3).
To azvceid such complicating features as peneratior.1 cifferences, voliunteer
errors and the jike, we selected most of the parents on the basis of deta
proviced by their children in a large questionnaire survey conducted in a
city high scheol. This meaat that we often picked parents on the basis of
their religicus and educational characteristics and went and asked then dir-
ectly to f£ill out the cuestionnaire. Ccnsequently we could restrict our
saﬁple to pirents roughly between the ages of 3C nnd 50 who had st least
one child ac¢ thc present time between the ares of 6 and 18 (with the e:icep.
tion of four cases where the child was between 21 and 6 years of age).
Pesults. The majcr findings re presented in Table 1 which shows the

avera;re ages, cross-classified by religious and educational status, at
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which fathers and mothers expected their childrson 1o have mastered the
13 iadependence traiiing items. The means in t1is Table represent varying
nunbsrs of cases in individual cells because it was easy to gzt some t:pes
of cases and hard to get others. For example, h? merans for tne lowest
educatjonal level Itelians are based on 19 fathars and 11 mothers, where-
as the lowest educatioral level Protestant means are basad on 2 fathers and
L npothers becauvse it wes hard te find Frotestan: parents in this age range
who had not graduated from high schocl. Conseqiently tha means for the
religious groups are not necessarily squivalent to what they would be or
a representative sample of cases from each grous, but it se;med better to
equalize educational djfferences by vsing the m2ans in the analysis, since
otherwise the differences might be wholly due to the genz2rally lnwer edu-
caticnal level of the Italian group. There wer:z at least L cases in 20
of tne 24 cells, 3 cases in 3 of tne celis, and 2 cases in 1 cell. The
total number of cases is 152,

The results of an analysis of variance on :hese means are also pro-
sented in Teble 1. The conclusions ere clear-cat. Religion, sex of parent,

11 contribute aignificanily to the variance as

e

tested against an error term twe2d or individual ~ases in the total sample
The tvo Catholic groups expect independence in their children later than
the Protestant or Jewish groups. Fathers are gen2rally more lenient t-an
mothers~--expecting incdependence nearly a year litsr on the average--and,
as thé educational level (and associzted socicezcnomlce status) increass=s,
parenss exrpect earlier independence glthough this last factor is somewnat
less importent than the other two. There are alsd some interesting in.er-

action effects among the three primary variaeles. For instance, educa-ion
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Table 1.

Average Ages At Which Parents
Expect Children to Have Mascered
Various Independence Training Items

lLess than High school Collepa Religious
hign school  graduate up to graduate © group
graduates  college graduate or more tieans means
P-otestant 6.64
Father .04, 6.41 £.90 7.12
Hother . £, 56 6,41 5.55 6.17
J2wish 6.59
Father 7.65 7.12 6.48 7.08
Hother 5.7 6.66 5.89 6. 10
I~ish Catheolic 2.5
Father 8. 50 7.92 8 26 8.23
Mother 7.23 780 640 7.08
I-alian Cacholic 8.42
father 9.05 10.43 6.51 8.66
Mother 9.68 6.87 8.00 8.8
Eiucationai isvsl 6.75 T3 2.8
means
Fathers' m2an 7.77
Msthers! wzan
Analysis of Variance
Swvurce of wariatior  Sum of squares af. Mean squere F
1. Religion 13.9 3 bLobly 12,21 %%
2. Educational level 4.60 2 2.30 6.05%
3, Sex of parent L. 74 1 L. 7 12, 473
4. Interaction® 11.78 17 .69 1.82x
. Error 128 .38

## Significant at the 1T level.
#  Signif.cant at the 5% lavel.

1 The orimary sources of variation interact significantly, a fact which cannot be
discuszed here as being beyond a preliminary treatment of the results.
reason it nas also been necessary to compute an independent estimate of error based
nn the actual varistion of the individual cases in the various ce’ls following the

ypproximaticon method descrined by Valker and Lev {4, pr. 381.382),

For this
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affects the reaction2 of Itaiian fathers and methers quite differently
from the way it affects parents in the other religious.groupﬁn This
third-order interaction shows up as significant in the fuli awnalysis of
variance (which incidentally appears to precluce using the irderaction
term as an eatimate of error), but its meaning cannot he sursued here as
beyond the scope of a preliminary analysis.

It is also possible to make comparisons between individial pairs
of religious groups. For example, the Irish ard Italians may be com-
pared to note the effects of cultural differences with religien heid con-
stant. 7f this is done ucing the means in Table 1 and assigning their
difference ils appropriate mean square vstimate by Lhe method described
bv Snedecor (3. p. 400), an F ratio based nn the errovr estim:te in Table
1l may be obtained which is significant at less than the 2% level. That
is, the Irish mean of 7.66 appears to be significantly lower than the
Italian mean of 8.42. If samples matched for educaliona) stakus and
sex of parent are drawn at random from the Irich and jtzlian groups
(N=23 in each case), the Irish mean is lowsr than the Italian mean as
in Table 1 but at a lover level of significance (t=1.65, p { .11},

Thus the analysis supports the contention that o:lture has an influence
on age of i5dependencu'nrain1ng over and beyonc¢ religion, al.hough not
unequivocally if one rcihicoses to pay attention to the results from the
smzller, matched sample of cases. A similar aralysis can be made of two
similar cultures which differ in religion. This involves the Protestant.

¥S.- Irdsh comperiecn which showe by elthar mothod of gtatistical analysis

that the Irish expect independence significantly later than -he Protestants.

m 2 P T o Y-
That 1s, whethex

AN a2 5 £2 + 4+ 3 3 ra
the significance test is run uaing variance estimates

based on Table 1 or matched samples drawn from each group (N=26 in each

case), 1t reaches the 1% level of confidence, In short it lioks as if



the Irish are in between, being influenced toward earlier independence
training by cultural factors and toward later independence tredning by
religious factors. Treyexpect independence significantly later than the

Prctestants and probztly significantly earlier than the Italian Catholics.

DISCUSSION
The hypsthesis is clearly borne out by the facts. Protestant and
Jewish parents expect independence earliér on Lhe part of their childiem
thau do Irish- or Itzlian-Catholics. The first srep toward attempting

to check Weber's hypothesis at the empirical level has produced support

£
107
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t  Religious factors do seem to conditiocn parental attitudes toward
inaependence trzining. However, there are many other steps to take bzfore
the general hypothesis can be considered verified. We know from Winter-
bottom’s results that independence training is likely to lead to higher
achievement motivat.or, but we have yet tLn demonstrate that lbrotestant

4

and Catholic groups aiffer in Lh . predict

ed way-
shown that these expected differences in attitudes toward independence
exist only within 2 given country, namely, the U.3 and we have not as
vet. shown that they likewise exist in the same way in other countries
wilich are pre
have not demoustrated any empirical relationshic between higher achievement
notivation and preaie. economic activiny, altnougi ne.z, as s the case
vwith thz other links in the chain »f reasoning, tne presumptive evidence
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The data alsn shed liphu on cther facstors which have been alleged
to be of importance ir copditioning general value attitmles, For ihe
“reudians the all-iapertant source of values and motives is vhe fanily.
‘e have shown that fathers and mothers differ in the ape st which lh?j.

vt chu ot s qeross sl geal g el oo
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educational-economic differences. To this extent our data provide some
support for the general Freudian positicn that there are certain universal
constants in the family equation which may be invoked 4o explain the mo-
tivations] development of the individual. We knew of no psyrhoanalytic
attempt to make use of the possibly universal diffcerential between father
and mother that we have just demonstrated, but we siee no reacon in prin-
ciple why it could not be used tn explain motivatioral development in
muich the same way as they use the allegedly univeriul tendence for sons
to fall in love with their mothers,

Our data also provide some support for the cu.iural anthropologicts
who have argued that trezditional "patterns »~f culture" are of primary
importance in determining the vajlue structure of individuals. That is,
we have evidence that the Irish and Italian groups despite their simil-
arity of reiigion do diffcer ir their attitunde towa~d independsnce train-
ing. This strongly supgests that there is some source of this difference
which lies in their own national or cultural history rather than ir their

religion as ssuchn'l Finally, we have a little evidence which is relevant

(74}
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t.o the nypLiesis ice is of primary importance in cdetermining
values. Wwhile it is true that our =ducational lavels are nct perfectly
correlated with economic status by any weans, it ~an scarcely be doubted

that there is some connection betweer them., That is, certainiy our par-~

on the whole than those wh:: had sraduated from high school, and these in

turn are less well-off orn the average than those wno had graduated from

1 3ince the peak of Irish immigration to the Unit=d 3tates occurred some
30 or 4D years before the weak of the 1talian imrmigration, it might be ar-
gued that we are dealing here not with a cultural difference but with a
difference in lengih of time the twe groups have been exposed to fAmerican
values. This interpretation is rendered somewhat unlikely by the fact that
in the present instance we selected our informants from those parents whose
children had at, least one grandparent born in the "Cld Country".
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college, etc, Roughly speaking also there are nore "capitalists", entre-
§reneurs, ard professional people in the most highly educated group and
more'™workers" in the least educated group. The types of economic activity
in which these classes of psople engage might be expected to influence
their attitvdes toward independence and initiative. /,nd this is what cur
results show to be the case, Parents frem the lower occupational levels
enocurage ilidependence in their children less pcssibly because they see
less opportirnity for its being rewarded or less need lor it in the type
of work they engage in, while the reverse¢ is trie of parents who come
more often {rom occupations requiring initialive, self-reliance, and the
like. Actually in the present analysis the ecoromic Tactor (as it 1is re.

lated tc type of occupation) does not loom as large as religion or sex of

parent-.a fact which wiil give small comfort to those who see history es

.‘
(=3

n economic terms. It is prot;ably true that
the design cf the study tended to underplay the econcmic facter because
it was measured indirectly through educational lcvel ratrer than directly
through type of occupation (or income level), but even so it appears to
be only one determinant, along with others like religion,; culture, and
family structure, of attitude toward independence training which in turn
influences (he strength of achievement motivaticn znd thus probably even-

tually the course ¢f economic development and history.
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